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A hobbit, named Bilbo Baggins, was happy in the comfort of his hobbit hole in the Shire. When a wizard, Gandalf, passes by, he is asked to go on a quest with a company of dwarves. Even when being told of the adventures that Bilbo had always wanted to go on when he was young by Gandalf, Bilbo declined. But, Gandalf later invites the dwarves to have supper in Bilbo’s hobbit hole. By the next day, Bilbo is keen on this adventure when he ponders the dwarves' sad backstory of losing their home, The Lonely Mountain. Little does he know, this adventure will be much more difficult than a mere journey away from the Shire.

J.R.R. Tolkien always has creative ideas and characters in his stories. He also constantly keeps you on the edge of your seat. In The Hobbit, the choice of side characters like Gollum is exquisite. Even though Gollum is just a supporting character at first, he starts to drift towards the role of an antagonist in the story. When Bilbo and Gollum had their first encounter, I was anxious to know how it would end. All these side characters impact the main characters so much that without them, the story would have been drastically changed. 

In The Hobbit, I found a large theme of temptation. Many characters are tempted by powerful objects that cause bad decisions by the characters. Bilbo is tempted by The Ring, and Thorin is tempted by The Arkenstone. These temptations cause losses. When Thorin desires the Arkenstone more than his kin, he makes rash decisions. One of these decisions is not helping his cousin in a fight against the Orks. But, even after these temptations, the characters ease themselves out of temptation and reunite with their companions. I would highly recommend this book to anyone who loves a fun adventure that keeps you on the edge of your seat.
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