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Rune Winters, a witch in hiding, disguises herself as the Crimson Moth to save her kind under 

the New Republic. She attempts to save her fellow witch friends, yet one particular friend of her 

grandmother’s, Seraphine Oakes, is taken from the Blood Guard, led by Gideon Sharpe: the 

captain. He plans to eradicate all witches out of vengeance from previous trauma that one witch 

provoked upon him. Their game of cat-and-mouse inside the walls of the New Republic intensify 

the steaming romance of these rivals as they manipulate each other with all they can. As Rune 

and Gideon convene in numerous coincidental encounters, their passion blooms until Rune 

escapes with Cressida Roseblood by sea and leaves Gideon in fury to hunt her down.  

 

I enjoyed the hidden details of how the author handled Gideon Sharpe’s trauma with Cressida 

Roseblood in a respectful manner. It shapes the motives behind his initial hatred for witches and 

the irony of falling in love with one. His and Rune’s development over the course of the story 

brought them into a more justifiable position to understand one another and form their complex 

relationship. This quote, “Hope was a dangerous thing. It made a person vulnerable,” from the 

novel represent the consequential risks each side takes to get what they want. 

 

I did not really partake into the story’s preference to make romance the focus point and 

overshadow other crucial themes of loyalty, the true nature of good vs. evil, and manipulation. 

The author had room to outline the monologues for Rune’s reason for returning with Cressida 

rather than staying back with Gideon, whose brother died and was a close friend that assisted 

Rune in her quests. It strayed farther from the emotional manipulation the two utilizes upon each 

other—rather romanticizing it instead of focusing on the darker elements. However, this could 

provide the novel with a greater moral intrigue for Young Adult readers that are into the 

“enemies to lovers” trope. 

 

Heartless Hunter would fit for readers that are ages 14 and up due to the maturity level. It deals 

with implications of violence with intense action along with mentions of using blood for magic 

to question their ethical use for it. It may scare how a few guards and close allies are caught in 

death’s grasp and die in gruesome circumstances. There are factors of implied sexual content 

within the passages, especially with the main characters. However, the mystical and magical 

elements involved may attract readers who love fantasy and want to escape from reality. It also 

holds intense action and twists, making it enjoyable for those who want an unexpected ending. 

The length is a great fit to have a quick grab from the library to entertain themselves.  
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