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On a remote Kusanagi Peninsula of the Kaigen empire, fourteen-
year-old Mamoru Matsuda trains to live up to his family name,
learning how to manipulate water and sharpen ice into deadly
weapons. When an outsider arrives and begins to challenge
everything Mamoru knows about his family and the empire he
stands for, Mamoru is forced to reevaluate what Kaigen means to
him. The storyline also follows Misaki, Mamoru’s mother, who
deals with the pressure of raising powerful sons and struggling
with a cold, distant husband. Misaki, a fierce fighter who hid her
past after she got married, reclaims her past as her family is
threatened by foreign invaders. This epic fantasy explores
courage, grief, and friendship through wartime.
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This book was a heartfelt, dense story packed with complex fantasy elements and well-
developed characters. The beginning of the book showed wonderful world building and
characterization, describing the complex elemental magic system and close ties of Takayuki

village. As the novel advances, the plot accelerates with a war conflict and aftermath. The
progression of the book created a lot of complexity with the characters, which were not lost
in the plotline. I loved the internal conflict with the characters, including Mamoru’s desire
to honor his family and Misaki’s struggle to live up to patriarchal cultural ideals.

The plot of this novel was relatively fast paced, which made it a relatively easy read, despite
the length of the book. Though I thought the book was really long, I never found it too
boring, and I was anxious to see plotlines and conflicts resolved. The book was wonderfully
engaging, balancing internal and external conflicts, or character development and plot
points. I would recommend this book to anyone interested in epic fantasy ages 16 and

above.
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