What are the newest statistics about why literacy is critical to success, especially starting

at a young age?
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e The US ranks 36th in literacy

e On average, 79% of U.S. adults
nationwide are literate in 2024

e 54% of adults have a literacy below a
6th-grade level (20% are below 5th-
grade level)

e Individuals with literacy skills have
access to a broad spectrum of career
possibilities, including highly skilled
and well-paying positions

e Nearly two-thirds of the approximately
781 million globally illiterate adults are
female
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e Children surrounded by adults with low
literacy rates are 72% more likely to
have a low reading level in school

e A mother’s reading skill is the greatest
determinant of her children’s future
academic success, outweighing other
factors such as neighborhood and
family income

e Half of the unemployed between ages
16 and 21 cannot read well enough to
be considered functionally literate

e More than a third (34%) of U.S. fourth
graders have a reading level lower
than the basic level

e 27% of eighth-grade students have a
reading level below the basic level

e Nearly four out of ten (39%) of eighth-
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grade students read below the
proficient level

e Between $106 billion and $238 billion
in health care costs each year are
linked to low adult literacy skills

e School dropouts cost the nation $240
billion in social service expenditures
and lost tax revenues

e When it comes to health,
literacy matters.

Adults with below basic to basic literacy
levels are over 5 times more likely to
report being in poor health than their more
literate counterparts. From reading labels
on medication to writing notes to a doctor
to describing symptoms to medical staff
— literacy is crucial to receiving good
medical care.

e Literacy leads to financial
independence.

The more literate you are, the less likely
you are to have received public
assistance. This trend holds true for many
types of public assistance, including WIC
(Women, Infants and Children), TANF
(Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families), SSI (Supplemental Security
Income), and food stamps.

e Literacy is a strong indicator
for household income.
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Literate adults are far more likely to
be above the poverty line ($18,400
for a 4-person household in 2003,
$25,750 today) than their less
literate peers. 1 in 6 adults in the
U.S. have not achieved the literacy
skills they need to improve their
standard of living.

e In 2020, only 42% of 9-year-olds and
17% of 13-year-olds reported reading
for fun almost daily—the lowest rates
since 1984. Conversely, the share of
children who never or hardly ever read
for fun reached 16% for 9-year-olds
and 29% for 13-year-olds.

e Reading habits also vary significantly
by gender and race. In 2020, nearly
half of 9-year-old girls (46%) read for
fun almost every day, compared to
38% of boys. Among 13-year-olds,
20% of girls and 14% of boys read for
fun daily.
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Asian American, White, and Hispanic
students were more likely to read for
fun than their Black peers. For
instance, 50% of 9-year-old Asian
American students read for fun daily,
compared to 35% of Black students.

19% of high school graduates in the
US can't read.

85% of juveniles in the US court
system are functionally illiterate.

6 out of 10 households do not buy a
single book in a year.

50% of the nation's unemployed youth
age 16-21 are without high school
diplomas.

57% of students who drop out of high
school do so because they are unable
to read.

27 million Americans are unable to
read well enough to complete a job
application.

78% of Americans believe that reading
is critical to success.

According to the Programme for the
International Assessment of Adult
Competencies (PIAAC), low literacy
levels among U.S. adults could be
costing the economy up to $2.2 trillion
a year.
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25% of the children in the United
States grow up without being able to
read.

2 out of 10 students start kindergarten
with 2 to 3 years less skills than their
grade level. Meanwhile, another 2 in 10
students start with a year lower skills
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than their grade peers. As a result, the
students who are behind make only a
year’s progress in each grade level,
keeping them behind their peers
throughout their schools according to
the Children’s Reading Foundation.
Ethnicity is a significant factor affecting
the literacy rates of children in the
United States.

e 52% of the Black students in the
US have poor reading skills.
Meanwhile, 45% of Hispanic fourth
graders have reading levels that
are below basic.

e On the other hand, just 23% of
white students have below basic
reading levels in the United States.

Impacts Of llliteracy

e 50% of the adults with low literacy
do not have a job.

e 75% of the people on welfare can’t
read.

e 43% of the adults that have low
literacy have to stay in poverty.

e 75% of the people in prison stated
that they had not completed high
school.

e Around 66% of the students who
cannot read proficiently are more
likely to end up in jail or welfare by
the end of the 4th grade.







